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2012 SPRING NEWSLETTER

Greetings from the 
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“AN EVENING BACKSTAGE”

 Our eyes adjusted to the darkness as we entered the 
backstage of Dunham Theater, March 22, and walked down 
the red carpet. We were immediately greeted by our own HBU 
paparazzi ... capturing each of us, the “stars” of “An Evening 
Backstage.” 

This was the beginning of a night of back-stage delights. 
Instead of sitting in the audience, Guild ladies and their guests 
enjoyed Dunham Theater from the viewpoint of the actors, 
spending the evening up on stage. No acting was needed as we 
enjoyed a delicious buffet dinner, the tinkling of iced tea glasses, 
and the scrumptious desserts baked by our own Spring Event 
Gals. The tables were dressed in black napkins and bow ties, and 
lavender roses were graced with playbills of Broadway musicals. 
There was laughter of many friends enjoying a relaxing evening 
in a cocoon of green, purple and red stage lights all providing 
the ambience.  

The view from the stage was striking as Rick Comeaux and 
Jerry Atwood sang and entertained us with popular songs and 
renditions from Broadway musicals. Their talent touched us all; 
their song and wit put a smile on all of our faces, and brightened 
up our evening. All too soon the spotlight dimmed, the music 
stopped, and the actors from the enchanting Spring Event drew 
the curtain on a night of fun and sweet fellowship. We wish to 
thank the wonderful Guild members who made all the cakes for 
our evening performance! The desserts were so tempting and 
tantalizing and our guests enjoyed them immensely. 
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Sheryl Bech and Ruth Alford, chair 

Dr. Robert Sloan, Sue Sloan, Ruth Alford, Anne Roper, Linda Higginbotham, Allene Lucas, Sheryl Bech and Doug Bech

Betty Vernon

Allene Lucas, Grace Gandy and 
Linda Higginbotham

Tana Jefferson, Charles Bacarisse 
and Lynn Kiesewetter

Sharon Saunders, 
Linda Higginbotham 
and scholarship 
recipient Ericka 
Landry

Faye Dunwoody, Barbara Boek, LouBeth Mulqueen with 
honorees Linda Higginbotham and Allene Lucas

The 2012 Silver Tea was held on April 12. First 
came the flowers arranged by Suzie Miller, Ruth Terry 
arrived with trays of delicious food, the valet staff were in 
place, and harpist Deborah O’Donnell was ready to play 
when nine committee chairs arrived with their teams. The 
lovely home of Sheryl and Doug Bech was now ready as we 
honored Linda Higginbotham and Allene Lucas for their 
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All information should be completed.

Name ________________________________________ Spouse _______________________________________  Date of Birth (mo./day)_____________

Address ___________________________________________________ City____________________State _______________ Zip __________________

� Returning Member - Last date of membership___________________  E-mail ____________________________________________________________

Phone: Home (________) ___________________________________ Cell Phone (________) ________________________________________________

Office (________) _______________________________________________ Fax (________) ________________________________________________
Here is my gift to the University:
� Enclosed is my annual $100 membership donation. (Make checks payable to The Guild, HBU.)

� Charge to my ___VISA   ___ Mastercard   ___ Discover   ___ American Express in the amount of $ _______________________________________
   Credit Card Number:



5

SUE SLOAN INAUGURATES W.O.W.

Dear Friends, 

Recently we enjoyed a house guest from the UK—a 
friend of a current student and our son. As we sat in the 
kitchen one morning, the young man asked me what I did. 
I must have stammered or looked rather blank, and he 
said, “Do you just play?” I often wonder what I do. And I 
thought, “Yes, I just play.” It is so much fun getting to live 
at HBU! 

We had two students drop by on Valentine’s Day 
with carnations. We had students drop by one rainy 
evening to say hello. We invited them in for cookies 
and they reminded me of our visit again when I saw 
them on campus. Recently we had the honor of hosting 
Paul Buhlman and several guests following the Brown 
Lecture on campus. What a great evening! Stimulating 
conversation about oil and gas and the economy was 
enjoyed by all. It is such a privilege to live and work here. 

One of the great joys of my life is students. We, with 
the help of Sharon Saunders and our Student Activity 
Director, Becky Crandall, have planned receptions and 
some dinners for key groups of leaders on campus. This 
year we have hosted the student government, residence 
life assistants, honors college freshmen, Greek fraternities 
and sororities, and other such groups. Kathy Hooper and 
Cindy Duffy have been the Guild committee chairmen for 
First Lady’s Special Events—our go-to gals for greeting 
and helping with other details. They probably wonder what 
they have gotten themselves into when I call with “just 
another little idea.” 

This spring I had the joy of seeing long-time wishes 
come to fruition. Since we arrived at HBU, I have thought 
about having something to honor our graduating senior 
women. The plan finally took shape in my brain this fall. 
I invited a small group of girls to come over in November 
and we talked about some of the things I had been 
thinking about. Soon into the new semester, I met with 
staff involved in spiritual life, student activities, residence 
life and alumni, and shared with them my plan. They 
embraced it and helped immensely with details, and we 
had the first ever W.O.W – Women of Wisdom sessions 
March 19. We had a five session event that took place 




